St. Joseph Parish, Needham

PASTOR’S REPORT on the LIFE AND MINISTRY of our PARISH – 2015
Rev. David C. Michael, Pastor

“It is right and just to give God thanks and praise!”
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,
As I write this report to you on the life and ministry of our parish, I do so with a heart full of gratitude for all of
God’s blessings, which are so abundant in the life of our community! First, we must give thanks and praise to God
for the gift of faith and the promise of new life in Jesus Christ! This greatest of all gifts, which comes to us through
the Church and is lived out in a life of discipleship in the Church, is God’s offer of life – a fullness of life that we
share even now, “as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.”
As I begin my fifth year as Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, I want to acknowledge with deep gratitude the assistance of
so many others whose love for this parish carries forward the mission of Christ here: Elaine Parks and Rosanne
Timmerman in our parish office, and Debbie Coyle and Michael Lescault in our Religious Education program. This
year, we are delighted to welcome Mrs. Melissa Harrigan as our new DRE for grades K – 6. Along with dozens of
parish catechists, all who serve in our Religious Education Program give of themselves with unstinting generosity
as they hand on the Catholic faith to our young people!
When it comes to our sacramental life – the source and summit of which is the Eucharist – I’m deeply grateful for
the dedicated work of John Cice and Mia DeMeis, who have enabled us to worship God more worthily with our
excellent liturgical music program, along with the assistance of many parishioners who serve our liturgy as lectors,
ushers, altar servers, musicians and Eucharistic Ministers. As you may know by now, Mia has discerned that this is
a new time in her life – the opportunity to spend her retirement years ahead with Rick and their family members!
Thank you, Mia, for a ministry well, well done!
And, what a blessing we have in our two parish schools - St. Joseph Elementary School and Monsignor Haddad
Middle School under the direction of Mrs. Charlotte Kelly and our new Principal, Mr. Jared Belliveau, and their
extraordinary teams of teachers and staff members. We welcome Mrs. Lauren Solomon as our new Assistant
Principal of our Elementary School. In addition, we’re grateful for the continued presence and wise counsel of
Mrs. Jane Abel as the new Head of School at MHMS. And, a word of deepest thanks for the good work of our
Development Office members - Mrs. Karen Calton and Mrs. Jennifer Mingolelli, who is our newest team member,
and a worthy successor to the capable Ellen Murphy.
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When one thinks of all the parishioners who are
active here – as Eucharistic Ministers to the sick, as
members of the various committees here such as our
Parish Pastoral Council, our Parish Finance Council,
our Justice and Peace Committee, our various prayer
groups and adult faith formation groups, the success
of the young people from this parish and elsewhere
who dedicated their whole summer to the St. Joseph
Summer Theatre’s production of The Music Man,
the parent volunteers who help with our baptismal
preparation program, etc., we should all say, “Thanks be
to God for so many blessings!”

of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
extent of the full stature of Christ, so that we
may no longer be infants, tossed by waves and
swept along by every wind of teaching arising
from human trickery, from their cunning in the
interests of deceitful scheming. Rather, living
the truth in love, we should grow in every way
into him who is the head, Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, with the proper functioning
of each part, brings about the body’s growth and
builds itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16)

“Building up the Body of Christ.”

I love the dynamism of Paul’s presentation of the
Church! The Church is not a static institution; rather,
the Church is alive! It is the Body of Christ that is being
built up each day through our faithfulness to God’s
gifts and plan. It is the life of daily, living faith. We are
all members of the Body of Christ, the Church, and
everyone has a role in it, and a responsibility for it.

One of my favorite Scripture passages is found in the
Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. I quote it here in
full:
“I, then, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in
a manner worthy of the call you have received, with
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing
with one another through love, striving to preserve
the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace:
one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to
the one hope of your call; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all. But grace was given to
each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.”
“And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets,
others as evangelists, others as pastors and
teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until
we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge
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Since my arrival here, in consultation with the members
of the Parish Pastoral Council and others, I’ve been
emphasizing three pastoral priorities for our parish:
1) building up and deepening the Eucharistic life of
our parish; 2) entering into a sustained program of
adult faith formation to help all to continue to grow in
knowledge of the faith and in the life of discipleship; 3)
reaching out to and supporting our many wonderful
young families, whose presence is such a blessing in our
parish.
To these pastoral priorities, I would like to add another.
Diminishing participation at Sunday Eucharist and in
the life of the Church is a serious issue and challenges

us – every one of us – to be evangelizers - those who
speak the Good News! A serious shortage of clergy
challenges us to find new ways to offer the full ministry
of the Church to our parishes. I believe you will concur
with my sense that we need a sustained outreach to
those who live in our parish but who have become
inactive in the practice of their faith. To that end, we
must deepen our own participation in the Eucharistic
life of the parish. There is no single source of grace
greater than that received through our full, active and
conscious participation in the Eucharist. We are most
fortunate in that our celebration of the Eucharist here
is reverent, prayerful and beautiful so we can dispose
ourselves to worship God well, and to receive the grace
that comes from such worship.

“There is an appointed time for
everything and a time for every
affair under the heavens.”
Celebrating 100 years of faith as
St. Joseph Parish
Although the presence of the Catholic community in
Needham dates from at least Christmas day, 1850, when
the first Mass was celebrated in a private residence
here, our establishment as a canonical parish occurred
officially in April, 1917. As we approach our centennial
in 2017, we do so with great enthusiasm and joy!
Under the leadership of our Centennial Committee cochairs, Susan Horne, Jill Meyers, and Diane Schwerdt,
dozens of volunteers have already been inspired to

enter into a process of discernment and discussion
concerning this unique time of grace for our parish. I
am deeply heartened that all those whose counsel I have
sought readily concur that this upcoming anniversary
is much more than a year-long celebration for our
parish. Rather – and most importantly - it is the graced
opportunity to look back with deep gratitude on the
faith that has been passed on to us and to deepen our

- Parish membership According to our most recent records,
there are:
8,550 parishioners and
2,186 families in St. Joseph Parish.
- Sacraments celebrated at St. Joseph
Parish from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 Baptisms – 76

First Communions – 152

First Penance – 152
Confirmation – 82 Marriages – 4
Funerals – 65

We provide priest coverage of our local
hospital every Wednesday – Friday and on
weekends, on a rotating basis, with
St. Bartholomew Parish.
We also provide priest coverage for a
local hospice and 2 healthcare facilities
7 days a week.
Priests offer Mass once a month at
2 healthcare facilities in our parish.
On a regular basis, parish Eucharistic
ministers bring Communion to the sick
and shut-ins at home and at the various
healthcare facilities in our parish.
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life of faith in the Lord going forward.

Centennial Committee Update –
Susan Horne
This is an exciting time for our parish as we plan for
the celebration of our centennial. More than sixty
volunteers have already come forward to help in
envisioning what we want our parish to look like in
2017 and beyond. We are discerning who God wants
us to be as a people of faith, and determining specific
ways that we can get there. As we approach our 100th
anniversary, our hope and prayer is that the centennial
will be a time to deepen our faith, celebrate our history
and bring us closer together as a community.
Planning groups have been established and are
meeting regularly. The Evangelization group seeks to
reconnect parishioners to their Catholic faith and to
one another through personal invitation and activities
that bring people together in the name of our Lord
Jesus. The History group is exploring, recording and
communicating the history and accomplishments of
St. Joseph Parish over the past 100 years. A wonderful
social for our long-term parishioners was hosted last
Spring. The New Media group is using technology to
gather, create, and share old and new artifacts such as
pictures, videos, and slide shows to preserve our rich
history and support our mission of evangelization. Our
Justice and Peace group aims to facilitate social justice
activities and projects within our Needham community.
The Communications committee is keeping the St.
Joseph’s and the Needham community informed about
centennial events and other activities in the parish. The
celebrations committee is planning Masses, family days
and a gala celebration to mark our 100th anniversary.
More information will be coming on these events as we
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approach 2017.
As our parish approaches this important milestone,
we are happy to welcome new ideas and new members
to any of our committees at any time. Please join our
Centennial team as we look forward to inviting our
missing members back to celebrate their participation
in our parish community at some point in the past 100
years and to welcome new members of the Body of
Christ as we begin our next 100 years.

Report from Fr. Peter Stamm,
Parochial Vicar
In my first few months at St. Joseph’s, I have had the
pleasure of meeting many of you and becoming
acquainted with the community here in Needham. I am
grateful to Cardinal Sean for sending me here, and I look
forward to serving you in the years to come. Our parish,
with its two wonderful schools, is uniquely situated to
meet the challenges which we, as Catholics, face today.
We come together to worship God at church. Upon the
sacred altar, we gaze with faith upon the immolated
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.
In hearing the Word of God and in our reception of
the Body and Blood of Christ, we become imbued with
a desire to take part in the evangelical mission of the
Church, sharing with others the precious gifts we have
received in the Liturgy.
Our mission finds its particular contours in the life
of our elementary and middle schools. It is here that
worship leads naturally into learning, and in the
deepening of knowledge, we experience the wonder
which tends back toward worship. Our children
discover that faith and reason, far from being opposed,
are complementary dispositions for contemplation

of truth, goodness, and beauty. With dedication to
spiritual growth and academic excellence, we hope
to prepare our young people to engage today’s world
with faithfulness and intelligence. At the altar and in
the classrooms, I look forward to accompanying you in
the lifelong exploration of the mysteries which underlie
our Catholic faith.

St. Joseph Elementary School –
submitted by Mrs. Charlotte Kelly,
Principal
Greetings from Saint Joseph Elementary School! I am
happy to share with you the good work that our faculty,
staff, and children are doing at school and for others.
Here are some highlights:
We received a letter from the New England Association
of Schools and Colleges this summer acknowledging
our continued accreditation. As many of you may know,
we hosted a team of eight people from all over New
England this past April as they reviewed our Self-Study
and spent four days here at Saint Joseph Elementary
School. Congratulations to all of our faculty and staff,
Father Michael, the Consultative Board and all those
that helped to make our visit successful. The letter
states, “The Commission particularly commended
the entire school community for continuing to seek
excellence in all areas, including improving an already
strong technology program, adding a high quality prekindergarten program, and working collaboratively
with education professionals within and beyond the
school.”
Here are the major commendations:
1. The Visiting Committee commends Saint Joseph
Elementary School for its dedication to creating a

school mission statement that is understood by all of
its constituencies and for living out the four tenets
of its mission statement: Seeking God first, striving
for academic excellence, sharing gifts and talents and
serving each other and the world.
2. The Visiting Committee commends Saint Joseph
Elementary School for the long term strategic planning
that is in place for facilities, technology, finance,
development, and curriculum.
3. The Visiting Committee commends all the vigorous
work and time that Saint Joseph Elementary School
administration and staff has put into finding and
instituting new programs, including the professional
development to improve continuity between grades,
and assure commonality of experience within
each grade level through curriculum mapping and
communication.
4. The Visiting Committee commends Saint Joseph
Elementary School for the vision of the principal to
further the academic, technological, and infrastructure
of the school, the involvement of the Pastor in
supporting the Administration and school, and the
school’s Consultative Board for the dedication of their
time and talent to better the school.
Our Christian service opportunities were expanded
to partner with The Franciscan Hospital for Children.
We commend our Student Council members for
coordinating the efforts between the school and the
hospital. Twelve of our young ladies donated their hair
through the Pantene Beautiful Lengths program for
those that are suffering from cancer and need wigs.
Our fourth and fifth grade students joined the Future
Problem Solvers. The mission of the Future Problem
Solving Program is to develop the ability of young
people to design and promote positive futures through
problem solving using critical and creative thinking.
All students, kindergarten through grade five, are now
assessed three times a year through the Fountas and
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System. This system
allows each child in each class to work on their own
“just right books” when reading. The fifth grade
students are involved in an Investment Project that
allows them to “buy” and monitor their own stocks
as they collaborate with one another and follow their
profit and loss statements.
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The Performing Arts continue to play a large role in the
life of Saint Joseph Elementary School and the children
did not disappoint. This year the kindergarten children
performed the annual Kindergarten Nativity and the
fourth and fifth grade thespians were marvelous in
Aladdin and Peter Pan.

Monsignor James Haddad Middle
School – submitted by Mr. Jared
Belliveau, Principal
Greetings from Monsignor Haddad Middle School! As
MHMS enters its 21st year as a top-performing center
of Catholic education in the Archdiocese of Boston,
our faculty and staff continue to strive, as they have
always done, to prepare the next generation of life-long
learners.

while a cross country running team will be introduced
for the first time. These fall sports are offered in
addition to a variety of activities that occur throughout
the year, including Student Council, Art Club, Spanish
Club, Yearbook, Drama, Band, Ski Club, and Social
Club to name a few.

This past spring, MHMS completed a two-year process
of reaccreditation through the New England Association
of Schools and Colleges. This reaccreditation process
affirmed for us the many positive attributes of MHMS
and also provided us with an opportunity to explore
the ways and means by which we want MHMS to
continue to grow. A few of the initiatives for this school
year include an extensive technology upgrade that will
bring Windows 10-based, touch-screen computers to
our technology lab and learning resource center. This
upgrade will also introduce cloud-based computing to
the school through Microsoft 365, allowing students
and teachers alike to access their work product at
school and home.

Our faculty decided that the theme for this school year
would be “MHMS, where faith and knowledge meet.”
As I noted in a recent letter to our parents, faith, of
course, is a form of knowledge, but there is an important
distinction that may be made. Some knowledge may
be deduced by reason alone – for instance, solving
for a variable in an algebraic equation or identifying
themes in a work of literature. Other knowledge, such
as God’s Triune nature or salvation through Christ,
however, cannot be deduced by reason alone. This type
of knowledge must be received as a gift through an
encounter with the Living God. For this school year,
we will focus on this distinction – leading students to
recognize that their lives as students at MHMS are not
only for the purpose of gaining academic knowledge,
but also for the purpose of increasing their faith
by opening their hearts to the knowledge given by
God. At Monsignor Haddad Middle School, Christ
will continue to be the model for our faculty and the
inspiration to our students.

Another new initiative for the coming year is a
new standardized testing system introduced by the
Archdiocese of Boston. This new system will provide
teachers with timely results and allow them to better
tailor instruction to the needs of each student.
Another initiative of ours that I would like to mention
was one identified by our teachers themselves. This
year the teachers will work together to augment our
interdisciplinary curriculum, creating new lessons that
will combine multiple disciplines in order to reinforce
learning. This will be a time-intensive activity for our
teachers, but one that is well worth the investment.
We are looking forward to an activity-filled fall season.
Our field hockey team looks to build on last year’s
inaugural season with an expanded game schedule,
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Parish Pastoral Council, submitted
by Debbie Coyle, PPC member
The purpose of the Parish Pastoral Council is “to assist
the pastor in his leadership role of planning, organizing,
initiating, promoting, coordinating, and reviewing the
evangelization, worship, religious education, and service
activities within the parish.” Members bring their
various backgrounds and areas of expertise to the table

with insights, suggestions, and respectful discussion of
parish issues guided by prayer and Scripture readings.
Among the topics presented and discussed this past year
was the formation of the Centennial Tri-Chairmanship
and the recruit of over 60 volunteers for the several
working groups. Throughout the year, the Committee
kept us updated on plans and activities. Susan Horne
led us through a prayer service of Thanksgiving and
asked us to consider what we would like our parish to
look like in 3-5 years. The culture of consumerism and
entitlement versus discipleship was also discussed. We
were updated on the progress of the new websites for the
schools and the parish. Father David reminded us that
we need to continue to share the Good News, which is
also another way of saying we need to be evangelizers,
people who live and share their faith with others.
Over the summer Council members read “The Four
Signs of a Dynamic Catholic” by Matthew Kelly, who
explains “How engaging 1% of Catholics could change
the world.” Are you a Dynamic Catholic or are you
interested in becoming one? In straightforward,
simple terms, Matthew Kelly gives us the process and
challenges us to a “new level of thinking.”
A parishioner recently wrote to one of our members
about what her family would be looking for from a
parish community. As members of the Council we are
your voice, and encourage you to share your thoughts
and concerns with us in order to serve you better.

A Seminarian’s Perspective –
submitted by Huan Dominic Ngo,
Seminarian intern
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures
forever (Psalm 136:1). These words of the psalmist truly
capture and express the deep sentiment I have because of
my experiences in the past year at Saint Joseph’s Parish.
I am grateful to God for the opportunities to engage
and participate in the life of His people, whether it is
in the classroom or at recess with the students, praying
the rosary with the parents in the garden, being part of
different retreats, or bringing communion to others, just
to name a few. Most importantly, I cannot thank God
enough for allowing me to participate with the priest
and the people in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, both
on Sundays and on a daily basis, to worship, praise and

adore the one true God through Jesus Christ. In sum,
my experience at the parish has been one of growing
in love with God and His people. As I am entering my
last year of formation to the priesthood, I ask that you
continue to pray for me and my seminarian brothers
that we continue to grow in holiness so that we may
serve God and His people always in love and in truth.
Also, be assured of my prayers for you.

A Seminarian’s Perspective –
submitted by Jason Giombetti,
Seminarian intern
It has been only three months since I moved into Saint
Joseph’s for the first part of my two-year assignment
with the parish. In that brief time, I have experienced
many blessings from your community. My first time
visiting Saint Joseph’s after I learned of my assignment,
I showed up one night with my parents and drove
around the property to check it out before moving
in the following week. The one thought we all shared
was “wow- this place is huge!” God is truly at work in
this community of faith. I spent two months this past
summer living with your priests and I can tell you
everything they do comes out of a genuine love for
the Lord which is visible in their care and concern for
you. I am so grateful for Father Michael’s example to
Dominic and me of Our Lord’s self-sacrificing love
for His People. Likewise, you have welcomed me into
your parish family as you would a brother: you have
let me visit your homes and play a leadership role in
your Liturgies. You have allowed me to teach you in
our adult education nights and have welcomed me into
your parish school to work with the children of the
elementary and middle schools. You have offered your
encouragement, prayers and so many acts of kindness.
Being at Saint Joseph’s during this brief time has
rekindled my desire to follow the Lord’s call, inspiring
me to work hard, doing all I can to be formed so that I
can one day be a good, holy priest. For all you have done
for my vocation, I’m so happy to have this opportunity
to say thank you.

Religious Education, Grades K - 6
– by Melissa Harrigan, Director of
Religious Education
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Since I first began working at Saint Joseph parish in
July, I have been overwhelmed by the warmth and
acceptance from everyone I have encountered. Thank
you for your great dedication and care for the children of
this community and the Religious Education Program.
What makes our program special is the selfless work
of Mrs. Debbie Coyle, our administrative assistant,
and the many volunteers who keep things running.
Before classes even begin, our grade coordinators
give their time to create faith-filled lessons for our
K-6 children. Without the generosity of our catechists
and many volunteers, our program would not be the
success that it is. My goals for the 2015-2016 school
year include building a strong team of catechists and
volunteers to serve our children and families while
maintaining the traditions that make Saint Joseph the
special community we know and love. I would like to
incorporate service projects in hope of showing our
children the importance of helping others and giving
back. Thank you all for your prayers and support. I look
forward to a great year of religious education!

Religious Education, Grades 7-11
- by Michael Lescault, Director of
Religious Education
This fall, we are very excited as we launch the Religious
Education program for grades 7 through 11, when
a dedicated group of catechists will lead the young
people of Saint Joseph Parish in an exploration of the
life of faith. Our Grade 7 students will examine the life
of Jesus and His announcing of the Kingdom of God,
while our Grade 8 students will study how the saving
mission of Jesus continues in and through the Church,
especially in its celebration of the sacraments and
proclamation of the Gospel.
Our Grade 9 students will be the fifth class to participate
in our evangelization program. Well received by
students and families, the program includes celebration
of the Eucharist, a shared meal, and a presentation by a
dynamic and faith-filled speaker. The Grade 10 students
begin their immediate preparation for the Sacrament
of Confirmation. This year we are introducing the

“Chosen” program, which has met with great success in
many parishes around the country. Its dynamic lessons
are designed to capture students’ attention and present
the faith in new and unexpected ways. We are very
excited about its implementation.
Finally, our 90 Grade 11 students, who completed their
preparation for Confirmation last spring, will be having
their Confirmation retreat on October 4 at the Pastoral
Center of the Archdiocese. They will be confirmed on
Sunday, October 25 by Very Rev. Brian R. Kiely, the
Episcopal Vicar for the West Region.

“Let your light shine before others,
that they may give praise to your
Father in heaven.”
Thank you for taking the time to read this annual
report. St. Joseph Parish is a vibrant community of
faith. Our mission is ongoing – to proclaim and live
in Christ, and to act justly in the world, to the glory
of God the Father. We have a vital mission here, and
we depend on the generosity of every parishioner to
fund this very large and active parish. Operating St.
Joseph’s requires a significant annual income, as well
as careful oversight and management of our financial
and material resources under the guidance and advice
of the Parish Finance Council.
In the near future, you will also receive a parish financial
report, along with a request for you to review it and to
consider your contribution this upcoming year for our
Sunday parish offertory and Grand Annual Collection.
Both of these sources of income are vitally important
to the ongoing success of our parish and its vibrant life.
It has been a pleasure for me to compile this report. I
hope that you have found it helpful and edifying. Thank
you for all that you do for our parish, and I ask God to
bless you!
Sincerely,

Rev. David C. Michael, Pastor

WATCH FOR THE LAUNCH OF OUR NEW WEBSITE - www.saintjoes.com
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